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FULTON COUNTY CITIZENS COMMISSION 
m • •• ~.~~~~~-ON'l'f!E-ENV-!R~ONMRNT 

BYLAWS 

ARTICLE I - NAME 

In accordance with the Fulton County Board of Commissioners' Resolution passed on 
November 15, 1995, there shall be created in Fulton County a citizens commission on the 
environment and the Commission shall hereafter be known as the Fulton County Citizens 
Commission on the Environment. 

ARTICLE II - PuRPoSE 

The purpose of the Fulton County Citizens Commission on the Environment is to 
investigate environmental concerns; to make recommendations to the Fulton County Board of 
Commissioners on environmental policies; and to disseminate information to the community on 
environmental issues. 

ARTICLE III - DEFINITIONS 

The term "Commission" as used herein shall mean the Fulton County Citizens 
Commission on the Environment. 

ARTICLE IV - DUTIES AND FuNCTIONS OF COMMISSION 

A. The Commission shall evaluate scientific s·tudies, health statistics, and information 
from other appropriate sources in the public and private sector. 

B. The Commission shall assess environmental issues throughout the County. 

C. The Commission shall make policy recommendations to the Fulto~ County Board of 
Commissioners on matters which are germane to environmentaJ policies and procedures. 

ARTICLE V - PO\VER AND AUTHORITY OF THE COMMISSION 

A. The Commission shall be an official advisory Commission of.Fulton County., 
however, this Commission is not authorized to make or implement policy for 
Fulton County. This Commission is not a legal entity; is not capable of being 
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sued, acquiring real property, entering into contracts, or leases. 

B. The Commission shall cOQJ)~ate~ wi!h~'!lLJJJ1j!s~011()cal gQY~mJn~11L'NiJhin~Eulton 
County, as well as neighboring counties and with the programs of oth~r 
departments and agencies. . 

ARTICLE VI - MEMBERSIDP 

A. Fulton County Board of Commissioners shall appoint fourteen (14) members to 
service on the Commission. In making such appointments, the Fulton County 
Board of commissioners shall ensure that the terms of such appointees shall be 
staggered. Each Commissioner representing a district shall appoint ~~ne 

'q;t$i?~",~~, 

Commission member doer a four year term ~o begin on January 1, 1996. 6etl~~ 
~mmissioneM:epfesenting;EiJltC)n~CQ!iDtY;at;Jargeishallt;noinID~~,()n~~mmi~~i~Il1 
in~m .. . . '~~o;3y~~temtj¥tO~15¢gin'!,Qml~~~\1:fl~~~iicii\1i~~~1l~1 
iJy;[thc~~~~~r~lJf" After the expiration of each appointee's initial 
tern) the regular term~of office for such appointees shall be four years. After the 
expiration of any appointee's initial term, the Commission may recommend to the 
Fulton County Board of Commissioners a list of eligible persons for consideration 
as appointees to the Commission. However, the appointing member of the Fulton 
County board of Commissioners may remove his/her appointee(s) to this 
Commission at any time and within the sole discretion of that individual of the 
Fulton County Board of Commissioners. . 

B. Vacancies on this Commission shall be filled in the same manner as the original 
appointment. Members of the Commission whose terms have expired shall remain in 
office and continue to serve either until reappointed or until their successors have been 
appointed. 

C. Any member wishing to resign from the Commission shall submit a written 
resignation to the chair or. the Secretary of the Commission. The officer 
receiving the resignation shall present it to the Commission at its next meeting· 
and advise the Commission of the action, if any, taken on the resignation. 
Vacancies, in the commission,however arising, shall be filled in accordance with 
these Bylaws and state law. 

D. In the event a Commission member fails to perform the minimum required .functions of 
the position, the Commission may request that the Fulton C.ounty Board. of 
Commissioners remove such member. The request shall set forth reasons for removal 
and shall be signed by all Commission members who are in agreement with the request. 

ARTICLE VII - QUORUM 

Eight (8) members of the commission present shall constitute a quorum for the transaction 
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of business by the Commission. If a quorum is not present when a vote is taken, the affirmative 
vote of the majority of the members of the Commission present at the meeting shall constitute 

-"~~--an~act~0f-lh·€-CQrp.-m-i-ss-iQn~. --------

ARTICLE VIII - OFFICERS 

A. Annually, the Commission shall elect one of its members to serve as©of the 
. Commission. V 

B. The Chair shall preside over all meetings of the Commission, call special 
meetings, as needed, appoint committees and generally supervise and direct all 
actions of the Commission. 

C. Annually the Commission shall elect one of its members to serve as, ~. 
of the Commission. .. 

D. The Vice-Chair shall lend positive assistance to the Chair in the conduct of the 
business of the Commission and shall, in the absence or inability of the Chair, 
perform all duties of the Chair. 

E. The Director of Public Health shall designate an individual with specialized 
expertise in urban environmental issues to serve as staff to the Commission in the 
form of a non-voting Secretary to the Commission. The Secretary to the 
Commission shall focus the Commission's efforts; ensure that the minutes and 
records of all meetings of the Commission are kept and preserved, shall notify 
members of the Commission in writing of all meetings and perform such other 
duties as may be delegated by the Chair. 

ARTICLE IX - RELATIONSIDP WITH FuLTON COUNTY DEPARTMENT 
OF PuBLIC HEALTH 

The Fulton County Health Department shall provide to the Commission appropriate staff, 
as needed; data analysis; and appropriate research necessary for the Commission to develop 
recommendations to the Fulton County Board of Commissioners. ' 

ARTICLE X - PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE 

The rules contained in the current edition of Robert's Rules of Order, Newly Revised, 
shall govern the Commission in all cases to which they are applicable and in which they are not 
inconsistent with the Constitution or laws of Georgia, these Bylaws and any special rule which 
the Commission may adopt. The Commission may appoint a parliamentarian for the 
Commission. 
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ARTICLE XI - AMENDMENTS 

..~The_B.)'law.Lmay_he_amende(Lb~y_a_tw.03birds~_YOJ~ .. QLth.e_ meI11j)ersh.iILQL11l~ .. 
Commission; provided that the proposed amendment is submitted in writing to the 
entire membership at least ten (10) days prior to such meeting. . 

B. Amendments shall be effective immediately upon their adoption unless a specific 
effective date is included in the motion to adopt. 

ARTICLE XII - EFFECTIVE DATE 

These Bylaws shall be effective upon their adoption by the Fulton County Board. of 
Com missioners. 

c:\carole\environ\bybws.cw Amend<'<l: 3/12/96 
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