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HB 406/AP

H. B. No. 406 (AS PASSED HOUSE AND SENATE)

By: Representatives Skipper of the 137th, Shanahan of the
10th, Royal of ﬁhe 164th, Jamieson of the 22nd, Smith of the
12th and others

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Official
Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to housing authorities,
so as to provide for resident commissioners of city, county,
and regional housing authorities in compliance with federal
law; to provide for greater clarity; to provide for related

matters; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:
SECTION 1.

Article 1 of Chapter 3 of Title 8 of the Official Code of
Georgia Annotated, relating to housing authorities, 1is
amended by striking Code Section 8-3-50, relating to the
appointment, gualification, and tenure of commissioners, and
inserting in lieu thereof a new Code section to read as
follows:

"8-3-50.

(a) (1) when the governing body of a city adopts a
resolution as provided in Code Section 8-3-5, it shall
promptly notify the mayor of such adoption. Upon
receiving such notice, the mayor shall appoint five
persons as commissioners of the authority created for
such city. In the event the mayor fails or refuses to
submit appointments within 30 days after notice from the
governing body of approval of a resolution of necessity
or termination of existing appointments, the governing
body may appoint the commissioners of the authority
created for said such city.

(2) Reserved: In any city other than a city described in

subparagraphs (a) (3) (A) and (a) (3) (B) of this subsection
in which the governing body thereof has adopted a
resolution as provided in Code Section 8-3-5 and the

authority has passed a resolution so requesting, the
mayor shall appoint, in addition to the other
commissioners authorized in paragraph (1) of this

subsection, one or two additional commissioners of whom
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at least one is directly assisted by the public housing

authority in such city and who shall be known as a

resident commissioner. Fach resident commissioner shall

be appointed for initial and subsequent terms of office

of one year and shall have full voting rights. Each

authority shall determine how many commissioners shall

constitute a quorum of such authority. In the event any

person serving as a resident commissioner ceases to be

directly assisted by the public housing authority within

such city, then such person shall cease to be a resident

commissioner and a vacancy shall result. Vacancies in

the office of resident commissioner shall be filled for

the unexpired term by appointment of the mavor.

(3) (A) In any city with a population of 350,000 or
more according to the United States decennial census
of 1970 or any future such census in which the
governing body has adopted a resolution as provided in
Code Section 8-3-5, the mayor shall appoint, in
addition to the other commissioners authorized under
paragraph (1) of this subsection, two commissioners to
be known as zresident commissioners who shall be
residents of a housing project in said such city.
These resident commissioners shall be appointed for a

term of office of one year. The two resident
commissioners shall be voting members and four
commissioners shall constitute a gquorum of such

authority for the purpose of conducting its business
and exercising its powers and for all other purposes.,
In the event any person serving as a resident
commissioner ceases to be a resident of a housing
prbject in said such city, then such person shall
cease to be a resident commissioner and a wvacancy
shall result. Vacancies 1in the office of resident
commissioner shall be filled for the unexpired term by
appointment by the mayor of said city.

(B) In any city of this state having a population of

not less than 95,000 nor more than 130,000 according

to the United States decennial census of 1990 or any

future such census in which the governing body has

adopted a resolution as provided in Code Section

8-3-5, the mayor shall appoint, in addition to the

commissioners authorized in paragraphs (1) and (2) of

this subsection, an additional commissioner who shall

be a recipient of direct assistance from the public

housing authority within the city. Such additional
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commissioner shall be appointed for a term of office
of five vyears and until the appointment and

qualification of a successor. Successors shall also

be appointed for terms of five years.

(4) Reserved.

(b) (1) when the governing body of a county ‘adopts a
resolution as provided in Code Section 8-3-5, said body
shall appoint five persons as commissioners of the

authority created for said county.

(2) In--additien--te--the--five--commissioners-otherwise
previded—fer-in-paragraph—{i%~ef-—this~—subseetien7——the
authority--in--any--eeunty--of--this--state----having--a
pepulatien-—ef——5587689—~er~mere~aeeefding-te~Ehe—Hniteé
States-deecenntal-eensus--of~--197p--eor--any--future-~-sueh
eensus-shatl-inetude-an-additional-two-members-whe-shati
be-subject-to-the-previsiens-ef-this-Code-gseection-in-the
same-manper-as-the-five-commissieners-otherwise-provided
for---in---paragraph---{i})--ef--this--subseetions---Eaeh
commissiener-provided-fer-in--this--paragraph--shati--be
appeinted--fer--a--term--of--five--years--and--untii-the
appoeintment-and-quatification-ef-his--suecegser;--exeept
that--the--initial--appeintment--of-one-eof-the-poesitiens
ereated-by-this-paragraph-shall-be-for-a--term--of--four
years-and-until-the-appoeintment-and-qualification-ef-his
sueeessors In any county other than a county described

in subparagraph (b) (3) of this subsection in which the

governing body thereof has adopted a resolution as

provided in Code Section 8-3-5 and the authority has

passed a resolution so requesting, the governing body

shall appoint, in addition to the other commissioners

authorized in paragraph (1) of this subsection, one or

two additional commissioners of whom at least one is

directly assisted by the public housing authority in

such county and who shall be known as a resident

commissioner, Each resident commissioner shall be
appointed for initial and subsequent terms of office of
one year and shall have full voting rights. Each

authority shall determine how many commissioners shall

constitute a quorum of such authority. In the event any

person serving as a resident commissioner ceases to be a

recipient of direct assistance from the public housing

authority within such county, then such person shall

cease to be a resident commissioner and a vacancy shall

result. Vacancies in the office of resident commissioner
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shall be filled for the unexpired term by appointment of

the governing body of such county.

(3) In any county with a population of 550,000 or more
according to the United States decennial census of 1990
or any future such census in which the governing body
has adopted a resolution as provided in Code Section
8-3-5, the governing body shall, in addition to the
other commissioners authorized wunder paragraph (1) of

this subsectiony:

(A) Appoint appeint two commissioners to be known as

‘resident commissioners’ who shall be residents of a
housing project located within the unincorporated
areas of said such county. - The tenants of each
housing project 1located within the unincorporated
areas of the county shall, wupon request of the
governing body of the county, be entitled to nominate
one resident of said such housing project for the
appointment as resident commissioner, and the
governing body shall appoint two of said such nominees
as resident commissioners. Such resident
commissioners shall be appointed for terms of office
of one year and shall be voting members. In the event
any person serving as resident commissioner ceases to
be a resident of a housing project located within the
unincorporated area of said such county, then such
person shall cease to be a resident commissioner and a
vacancy shall result. Vacancies in the office of
resident commissioner shall be filled for the
unexpired term by appointment by the governing body of

said such county; and

(B) Appoint an additional two members who shall be

subject to the provisions of this Code section in the

same manner as the five commissioners otherwise

provided for in paragraph (1) of this subsection.

Each commissioner provided for in this subparagraph

shall be appointed for a term of office of five years

and until the appointment and qualification of his or

her successor, except that the initial appointment of

one of the positions created by this subparagraph

shall be for a term of office of four years and until

the appointment and qualification of his or her

sSuccessor.

(c) Except as provided otherwise in this Code section, the

Yhe commissioners who are first appointed shall be
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designated to serve for terms of office of one, two,
three, four, and five years, respectively, from the date
of their appointment; but thereafter commissioners shall
be appointed for a term of office of five years, except

that all vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term.

(d) No commissioner of an authority may be an officer or
employee of the city or county for which the authority is

created.

(e) A commissioner shall hold office until his or her

successor has been appointed and has qualified.

(f) A certificate of the appointment or reappointment of
any commissioner shall be filed with the clerk, and such
certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the due and

proper appointment of such commissioner.

(g) A commissioner shall receive no compensation for his
or her services; but he or she shall be entitled to the
necessary expenses, including traveling expenses, incurred

in the discharge of his or her duties.

{h)y-In---additien--te--the--five--commissieners--etherwise
provided-for-in-this-€Code-sectiony;-the-authoerity--in--eaeh
etty--of--this--state-having-a-poputatien-ef-net-ltess-than
95;000-ner-more--than--136;000--aecording--to--the--Untted
States--deecenniat-eensus-ef-1990-er-any-future-sueh-census
shaii-have-an--additional--eommissioner--whe--shati--be--a
resident--of--a--housing--projeet--within--the--eiey--Sueh
additienal-ceommissiener-shall-be-appointed-foer-a--term--of
five--years-and-until-the-appointment-and-qualtification-of
a-sueecessor---Sueeessorg-shati-atse-be-appointed-for-terms
ef-five-years:--Phe-first-additional-commissiener-provided
for-herein-shall-be-appeinted-to-take-eoffice--on--July--1-
1982%"

SECTION 2.

Said article 1is further amended by striking Code Section
8-3-106, relating to the appointment by counties of regional
housing authority commissioners, and inserting in 1lieu
thereof a new Code section to read as follows:

"8~3-106.
The governing bodies of the counties desiring to form a
regional housing authority shall have the right to

establish by resolution the composition and size of the

board of commissioners of the regional housing authority;
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1 provided, hoﬁever, that each county shall have at least 204
2 one commissioner on the board of commissioners of the 205
3 regional housing authority and that at least one of the
4 commissioners shall be a recipient of direct assistance 206
5 from a public housing authority 1located within such 207
6 region. The governing body of each county shall appoint 208
7 the successors of the commissioner or commissioners _
8 appointed by it. A certificate of the appointment of any 209
9 commissioner appointed pursuant to this Code section shall 210
10 be filed with the clerk of the county, and such
11 certificate shall be conclusive evidence of the due and 211
12 proper appointment of such commissioner." 212
13 SECTION 3. 215
14 All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are 217
15 repealed.
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