
 
LOCAL AND SPECIAL ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
STATE OF GEORGIA 1956  
ACTS AND RESOLUTIONS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF GEORGIA 
1956  
 
1956 Vol. 2 -- Page: 3260 
 
Sequential Number: 283  
 
Short Title: BUDGETS IN CERTAIN COUNTIES.  
Law Number: No. 363  
Origin: (House Bill No. 495).  
 
Full Title: An Act to amend an Act entitled "An Act to provide for a budget in all counties in this 
State having a population of two hundred thousand or more by the United States census of 
1930, or by any future census... and for other purposes" approved March 16, 1939, (Ga. L. 
1939, pp. 272-276) and the several Acts amendatory thereof, so as to increase the reserve 
permitted under the Act of 1955 (Ga. L. 1955, p. 2608, et seq.) and to authorize the sale of 
industrial property without advertisement; to require the budget to be submitted to the county 
commission before publication; and for other purposes. 
 
Be it enacted by the General Assembly of Georgia: 
 
Section 1. It is hereby enacted by authority of the same that the Act entitled "An Act to provide 
for a budget in all counties in this State having a population of two hundred thousand or more by 
the United States census of 1930, or by any future census... and for other purposes" approved 
March 16, 1939, (Ga. L. 1939, pp. 272-276) and the several Acts amendatory thereof, be further 
amended as follows: 
 
Section 6, as heretofore amended, shall be further amended by striking the words "two million" 
wherever said words appear in sequence in said Section 6, and inserting in lieu thereof the 
words, "three million" and by striking the words "two hundred fifty thousand" wherever same 
appear in sequence in said section and inserting in lieu thereof the words "five hundred 
thousand", so that the first paragraph of said Section 6 when so amended shall read as follows:  
[Sidenote: Sec. 6, Act of 1939 amended.] 
 
 
"Section 6. The budget commission shall include in its anticipation for the next fiscal year a sum 
not to exceed the actual revenue collected by the county from all sources 
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during the period from January 1st to November 1st of the current year and the estimated 
revenue for the remainder of the current year, provided that there may be added to such 
anticipations a sum equal to not more than eighty-five (85%) percent of all tax executions on 
real estate and fifty (50%) percent on tax executions on personal property not more than three 



years old and choses in action owned by the county and certified by the tax collector or tax 
commissioner of such county as the case may be, as being solvent and collectible. Actual 
revenue shall include income of a recurring nature but shall not include the proceeds from the 
sale of real estate or from insurance thereon, nor shall actual revenue include any surplus or 
unencumbered or unappropriated cash balances carried forward from one fiscal year to the 
next. The budget commission may exclude from anticipated revenue, all sums not exceeding 
three million dollars which may be accumulated as surplus or as unencumbered or 
unappropriated funds, actual or estimated, at the close of the county's books on December 31 
of the current year, and may include as an item of expense or disbursement of funds, additions 
to such surplus or cash carry-over or unencumbered or unappropriated funds, an amount not to 
exceed five hundred thousand dollars during any current year, provided the accumulation of 
such additional funds shall not operate at any time to accumulate as surplus or unencumbered 
or unappropriated funds any amount in excess of three million dollars in the aggregate. The 
budget commission may exclude from anticipated revenue, all sums not exceeding three million 
dollars which may be accumulated as surplus or as unencumbered or unappropriated funds, 
actual or estimated, at the close of the county's books on December 31, of the current year, and 
may include as an item of expense or disbursement of funds, additions to such surplus or cash 
carry-over or unencumbered or unappropriated funds, an amount not to exceed five hundred 
thousand dollars during any current year, provided, the accumulation of such additional funds 
shall not operate at any time to accumulate as surplus or unencumbered or unappropriated 
funds any amount in excess of three million 
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dollars in the aggregate. Provided further the reserve or surplus funds so excluded from 
anticipated revenue and accumulated as surplus as provided in this section shall be held in 
reserve and shall not be spent for any purpose except the following:"  
[Sidenote: Anticipated budget.] 
 
 
Section 2. Section 8 of said Act as heretofore amended shall be further amended by adding 
thereto at the beginning of said section and prior to the present language of said section the 
following language to wit: "On or before November 15 of each year, the budget commission 
shall submit to the county commission for its consideration, a proposed budget consisting of a 
statement of the anticipated revenue and expenses of the next fiscal year. Whereupon the 
county commission shall consider the same and may revise, amend, supplement or delete any 
item of anticipated revenue or expense before the same shall be published, or hearings held 
thereon", and be further amended by striking the words, "budget originally submitted by the 
budget officer" in lines 1 and 2 of said Section 8 prior to the amendment, and inserting in lieu 
thereof, the words "proposed budget as revised, amended, supplemented, or deleted by the 
county commission", so that said Section 8 when so amended shall read as follows:  
[Sidenote: Sec. 8 amended.] 
 
 
"Section 8. On or before November 15 of each year, the budget commission shall submit to the 
county commission for its consideration, a proposed budget consisting of a statement of the 
anticipated revenue and expenses fo the next fiscal year. Whereupon the county commission 
shall consider the same and may revise, amend, supplement or delete any item of anticipated 
revenue or expense before the same shall be published, or hearings held thereon. A summary 



of the proposed budget as revised, amended, supplemented, or deleted by the county 
commission, as amended and tentatively approved by the county commission, shall be 
published on or before the last Wednesday in December, in the newspaper in which the sheriff's 
advertisements appear. The budget as tentatively approved for publication, and all supporting 
data, 
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shall be a public record open to inspection by anyone and shall be filed in the office of the clerk 
of the authorities and in the office of the budget officer. The authorities may consider the original 
budget and any amendment thereto at any regular or called meeting after its submission and 
shall hold at least one public hearing thereon before its final adoption, which public hearing shall 
be set by the authority at one of its regular or called meetings and shall be announced in a 
public notice to be published in one or more of the newspapers published in said county. 
Changes, increases or decreases, variations and revisions of any items in the budget or of any 
total, subtotal or aggregate sum, may be made at any public meeting prior to final adoption of 
the budget, provided such changes, increases, decreases, transfers and revisions shall be 
recorded on the minutes of said meeting and provided further the total expenditures including all 
changes shall at no time exceed the total of the anticipated revenue as finally certified by the 
budget commission to the governing authority. The budget as finally adopted shall include all 
sums necessary to pay the interest and principal reduction or sinking fund requirements of all 
outstanding bond issues, and likewise sufficient funds to meet the requirements of the various 
departments of county government to enable the various departments to perform the duties 
imposed upon them by law, and the budget commission shall so certify."  
[Sidenote: Submission and publication of proposed budget.]  
[Sidenote: Adoption.] 
 
 
Section 3. Section 14 of said Act shall be amended by striking the period at the end of said 
section and inserting in lieu thereof a semicolon, and by adding to said paragraph, the following 
language, to wit: "Provided compliance by the county authorities with the formalities of the 
County Manager Act (Ga. L. 1947, p. 105, et seq.) including all amendments thereto, and of the 
Purchasing Department Act (Ga. L. 1951, p. 408, et seq.) and the amendments thereto, insofar 
as same are applicable, in the purchase of materials, supplies and expenditures respectively, 
and compliance with the provisions of Section 23-1702, et seq. of the Code of Georgia of 1933, 
with regard to the letting of contracts, insofar as same are 
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applicable, shall be deemed compliance with the provisions of this section, and no further 
advertisement shall be necessary; and provided, further, the sale of any real property held for 
industrial development shall be permitted without advertisement, where such sale and the 
consideration therefor have been recommended by any board, commission, committee or 
authority which has been established as an advisory board in said county," so that said section 
when so amended shall read as follows:  
[Sidenote: Sec. 14 amended.] 



 
 
"Section 14. At least two weeks prior to the approval by the authorities of a cash expenditure for 
materials or an independent contract for services for any permanent improvement on public 
works, or the purchase or sale of real property for any purpose, except the acquisition of real 
property through condemnation proceedings or through the use of bond funds for projects 
financed through bond funds, the estimated expenditure for such purposes being in excess of 
$5,000.00, a description of such project and the estimated cost for such purposes, shall be 
published one time by advertisement in a newspaper in the county in which the sheriff's 
advertisements are published; provided compliance by the county authorities with the formalities 
of the County Manager Act (Ga. L. 1947, p. 105, et seq.) including all amendments thereto, and 
of the Purchasing Department Act (Ga. L. 1951, p. 408, et seq.) and the amendments thereto, 
insofar as same are applicable, in the purchase of materials, supplies and expenditures 
respectively, and compliance with the provisions of Section 23-1702, et seq. of the Code of 
Georgia of 1933, with regard to the letting of contracts, insofar as same are applicable, shall be 
deemed compliance with the provisions of this section, and no further advertisement shall be 
necessary; and provided, further, the sale of any real property held for industrial development 
shall be permitted without advertisement, where such sale and the consideration therefor have 
been recommended by any board, commission, committee or authority which has been 
established as an advisory board in said county."  
[Sidenote: Sales and purchases.] 
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Section 4. Be it further enacted by the authority aforesaid that all laws and parts of laws in 
conflict herewith be and the same are hereby repealed. 
 
Approval Date: Approved March 9, 1956. 
 
   
 


