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• Why do places (cities, and neighborhoods) become unequal and segregated in 
terms of economic opportunities and access to resources?

• What are the consequences when places grow more racially unequal?

• What policy approaches should we adopt to make our communities more 
racially just, inclusive, equitable, and sustainable?

Urban Research Lab's Study Focus

People

Policies & 
practices

Institutions



Showcase of Four Select Research Products

Redlining =>

Built Environment

Racial Income Inequality =>

Local Public Investment

Intersectional Identity 

(Race+Gender+Age) => 

Racial Discrimination in 

Workplace

African-American 

Neighborhoods =>

Targeted by 

Institutional Single-

Family Investors



Redlining and the Built Environment

Real Estate Outcomes in the 

Redlined Neighborhoods: 

Rents ↑ ↑

Home Value ↑

Capitalization Rate ↑



Racial Income Inequality and Local Public Investment

Local public goods most affected by 

growing racial economic inequality (hence 

budget cuts) are those that admit private 

substitution, such as, education, health or 

hospital services, parks and 

recreation, and police protection as 

opposed to highways, fire, housing, 

sanitation, and libraries



Under-Representation of Intersectional Identities and 
Racially Discriminatory Practices in Workplace



African American Majority Neighborhoods Targeted by Wall 
Street Investment Firms for Single-Family Home Buying

In Metro Atlanta (29-counties),
collectively, Black people lost more 
than $4 billion in home equity over 
a 10-year period because of 
institutional corporate investors



Equity Implications of Under-Appraisals and Over-Appeals of Large, 
High-Value Commercial Properties and Single-family Homes



Mapping of Institutional Decision Making that Perpetuated 
Discriminatory Place-Based Planning:

An Archival Review of Urban Development in Atlanta, 1930-2000

• Integrative approach using maps, story-telling, and 
historical archival data The Atlanta Daily World 
(ADW)

• The oldest African-American newspaper in 
Atlanta reported on events that displaced 
Black people

• Contains historical incidents of racially 
discriminatory planning decisions and 
practices in Atlanta

• Geocoded the events, using the 
address/location information for each article

• Overlaid on HOLC's redlining grading maps

Generously funded by GT Digital Integrative Liberal Arts Center, Ivan Allen College



Distribution of Atlanta Daily World Archival Data 1932-2010

Final sample size n= 153



Visualizations of Archival Data to Track Racially Unjust Urban 
Development at the Event and Neighborhood level

Interactive Map using ArcGIS, 
students plotted locations of 
historical events as documented 
in the newspaper. The site 
features interactive zoom 
alongside articles on each 
location. Use the QR code to 
access the project!



Archival Atlanta Daily World Data Mapped on Redlined 
Neighborhoods

34 ADW point and 22 polygon data



Archival Data Mapped on Redlined Neighborhoods

• Westview-Mozley Park-Just Us-Ashview Heights: Contested area adjacent to 
B, C, D

• (1936) Development of what promises to be one of the largest developments of 
subdivisions for Black residents in Atlanta

• (1949) Fairhaven subdivision hailed as a first step in solving one of Atlanta's major 
problems - providing low- cost housing for Black residents

• (1952) Temporary restraining order to stop realty firms from selling property to Black 
families in predominately white neighborhood denied

• (1952) Opposition to proposed white housing project "buffer"

• (1962) Proposed cemetery viewed by black residents as "buffer" between white 
residents

• (1962) Black residents flood zoning committee during vote on stopping the 
encroachment of apartments and commercial use near a residential area in Westside

• (1973) MARTA opens first relocation field office as part of relocation plans for the 
hundreds that will be displaced by the construction of track and parking facilities (for 
current day Ashby Transit stop)

• (2000) Atlanta Housing sued for 'egregious neglect' at Joel C. Harris Homes after 
continued crime



Archival Data Mapped on Redlined Neighborhoods

34 ADW point and 22 polygon data



Archival Data Mapped on Redlined Neighborhoods

• Downtown-Sweet Auburn-Old Fourth Ward: D neighborhoods

• (1952) Concerns over MPO Master Plan hurting Auburn Avenue and disproportionately 
affecting Black residents

• (1952) Mass Voters League meeting to solidfy protest against the Metropolitan Planning 
Commission's proposals to replace Black families in the Summerhill and Butler Street 
section with whites

• (1958) Hundreds of residents approve "The Slum Clearance and Urban Renewal Program of 
the City of Atlanta and Its Impact on Minority Citizens" document that emphasizes five 
specific problems with the program

• (1959) Property owners challenge Atlanta's housing code and slum ordinance in court, 
claiming it would allow the city to "illegally condemn, decry, and take" their properties

• (1959) Opposition to proposed public housing development on former Egleston Hospital 
site, city officials worry it will jeopardize the entire urban renewal program

• (1961) Atlanta Housing plans to sell tract in Butler St Urban Renewal Area to private 
developer who will build a 21-story high rise apartment building

• (1961) Approval of two low-rent housing developments for elderly Black residents

• (1978) Capitol Homes tenants staged an overnight sit-in at Atlanta Housing director's office 
and demanded he fire their project manager C.W. Tinsley who they claim was "incapable 
and insensitive"



Historical Urban Developments in the Neighborhoods Collier 
Heights, Vine City, Downtown, Sweet Auburn, West side

Neighborhood Analysis 
Students examined 
developments and turning points 
for different neighborhoods in 
Atlanta, including Collier Heights, 
Downtown, Vine City, Sweet 
Auburn, and the West Side.



All Digitized and Indexed With Cutting-Edge Algorithmic 
Programming and Data Science



Our Team in the School of Public Policy & Center for Urban 
Research at Georgia Tech



Our Clients & Partners (select list)

• Brookings Institute (national)

• Enterprise Community Partners (national)

• Focused Community Strategies (local)

• Oak Ridge National Laboratory-Energy Science and Technology Directorate (national)

• Troup County & City of La Grange (local)

• Atlanta Mayor's Office (local)

• Fulton County, DeKalb County, Cobb County, Gwinnett County, Cherokee County, 
Paulding County (regional)
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