Deaths Involving Trees: Fulton County, 1999- June 2007
Between January 1, 1999 and August 31, 2004, the Fulton County Medical Examiner has investigated 65 deaths that have involved trees in some way. The circumstances of these deaths and the number of deaths in each category are shown below:
· In a vehicular accident and vehicle struck a tree (45) 

· Struck by a falling tree (7) 

· Suicidal hanging from a tree (3) 

· Struck by a falling branch (2) 

· Person Cutting/felling a tree, struck by tree or branch (4) 

· Tree equipment struck power line; electrocution (2) 

· Person  fell from a tree (1) 

· Falling branch downed a power line; electrocution (1) 

                                                      Total Deaths        65
Among the incidents involving vehicles (45), the striking of a tree occurred after some other event such as collision with another vehicle or losing control and leaving the roadway. About 15% (10) of all tree-related deaths in the list above involved a tree or branch (with nobody working on the tree or branch) that fell and fatally injured a person by direct trauma (9) or electrocution due to a downed power line (1).  The other deaths involved intentional self-inflicted injury (3) or unintentional injury of a person in, or working on, a tree (7).  
The Fulton County Medical Examiner investigates any death in which the incident leading to death occurred in Fulton County (or a deceased person is found in Fulton County) , and is thought or known to have resulted from:
· external causes such as injury or poisoning 

· causes that are sudden, unexpected, and unexplained on the basis of circumstances and medical history 

The Fulton County Medical Examiner serves all of unincorporated Fulton County and all cities within Fulton County. 
Between September 1, 2004 and June 30, 2007, the following additional deaths occurred that involved trees:

Vehicular accident in which vehicle struck one or more trees (35)

Fell from tree while trimming it (1)

Shocked by wire while pruning tree and fell to ground (1)

Hanged self (suicide) from tree (3)
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