
Righting a Historic 
Injustice at Bruce’s Beach



The History of Bruce’s 
Beach



History: The Resort

1912 - Charles and Willa 

Bruce purchased land 

on the strand in 

Manhattan Beach

They built a resort 

known as “Bruce’s 

Beach.”

Welcomed Black 

beachgoers at a time 

when most CA beaches 

prohibited Black 

residents



History: Community

Bruce’s Beach became increasingly 

popular

Expanded to include a restaurant and a 

dance hall. 

Around this same time, six other Black 

families purchased plots of land 

behind Bruce’s Beach and built their 

homes. 



History: Opposition

White residents react with hostility

● Black patrons were repeatedly harassed

● Fake “No Trespassing” and “No Parking” 

signs were put up to deter visitors

When harassment doesn’t work, white 

residents began pressuring the Manhattan 

Beach City Council to take action against Bruce’s 

Beach



History: Eminent Domain

1924 - Manhattan Beach City Council votes to seize Bruce’s Beach and surrounding 

land through eminent domain for the purpose of building a park. 

Prohibit any future “bath houses” in the area

“We thought that the Negro problem was going to stop our progress… We had to
acquire these two blocks to solve the problem, so we voted to condemn them and
make a city park there. We had to protect ourselves. Our attorney advised
members of the council never to admit the real purpose and establishment of the
park, especially during the council meetings.”

– Councilmember Frank Daugherty, 1943

Land sat empty for decades.



2020: History Uplifted

Kavon Ward and activists at Bruce’s 
Beach



Land Transfer History

1948 - the City of Manhattan Beach 
transfers the beach-front plot of land to 
the State 

1956 - the City of Manhattan Beach builds 
a park on the remaining land taken through 
eminent domain

1995 - the State transferred their land to 
the County of Los Angeles as part of a 
transfer of 8 state beaches to the County

Bruce’s Beach - now 
the Lifeguard Building



LA County’s Efforts to Return 
Bruce’s Beach



Senate Bill 796

SB 796 (Bradford):

1. Recognizes that there is public benefit in 

returning the land to right the historic 

wrong

2. Directs the state to amend the property 

deed to remove restrictions prohibiting 

transfer of the land

3. Grandfathers the Bruces into 1975

property tax rates and exempted the 

transfer from state income taxes



SB 796 Passage

SB 796 passes both CA State Assembly and Senate 

with unanimous bipartisan support

September 30, 2021: Governor Gavin Newsom 

signs SB 796 into law at Bruce’s Beach in the 

presence of Willa and Charles Bruce’s great great 

grandson, Anthony Bruce



Determining Heirs

The County embarked on a process to 

confirm the closest living direct 

descendants of Willa and Charles Bruce

Retained a law firm and genealogist to 

conduct the determination process

Claimants from around the country 

submitted heirship affidavits



Future of Bruce’s Beach Property



Questions?


